Introduction of topic and Keynote Speakers

( Dirk van der Meer, President WPC)

The Challenge of Achieving International Consensus on Social Responsibility in an International Market Economy.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The Petroleum industry from its early beginning operated globally.

Within their own set of implicit or explicit rules of behaviour, companies acted within the legal and social constraints set by the respective host countries they worked in. Those sovereign host countries guarded against social and economic disruption that the operation of foreign companies could cause. They did not necessarily accept the rules and regulations set by, for instance, the countries where the companies had their head offices.

In today’s world, the dilemma’s that this state of affairs created need to be resolved.

Many international bodies, representing business, governments and non-governmental organisations, are active in creating the frame work in which business enterprises can operate in such a way that stake holders world-wide are satisfied.

We have three Keynote Speakers this morning who from their own perspective will throw some light on this complex issue:

The President and CEO of the Statoil Group, an industrialist and banker who recently joined this state owned integrated oil company.

The CEO of Halliburton, a major service company, who before joining Halliburton had a very impressive career in the US government. He currently also serves on the board of directors and the Public Policy Committee of the American Petroleum Institute. Which is of course very relevant for today’s discussion. And finally:

The Director of Technology, Industry and Economics of the United Nations Environment Programme ( UNEP ). She has in her working career concentrated on environmental matters. In business, government and now in an United Nations Organisation.

And then of course, Ladies and Gentlemen, we have you the audience, representing the world-wide stake holders.

Let me now introduce our first Keynote Speaker Mr Olav Fjell.

Mr Fjell, who is 48 years old, was President of Norway’s fourth largest bank before becoming President and CEO of the Statoil Group

He spent 12 years in industry with the former Kongsberg Vapenfabrikk Armaments group. And about the same time with the Bergen Bank, Den Norske Bank and since 1995 Postbanken.

Mr Fjell.

Let me now introduce the next Keynote Speaker.

Dick Cheney, Chief Executive Officer of Halliburton Company is of course known to most of you from the time he served the US government. Especially from the four years he was Secretary of Defence in the Bush Administration. Operation Desert storm in the Middle East made him, of course, well known to the members of the oil industry.

In 1969 Mr Cheney joined the Nixon Administration and later served under Gerald Ford. He became Assistant to the President and White House Chief of staff. After the Ford Administration he served Wyoming for six terms as Congressman. He became Chairman of the Republican Conference and House Minority Whip.

Mr Cheney serves on the board of a number of companies and institutes. As I mentioned earlier also on the Board of the American Petroleum Institute.

Mr Cheney.

I now would like to introduce our third Keynote Speaker, Mrs Jacqueline Aloise de Larderel.

Mrs Aloise de Larderel became Director of the Division of Technology, Industry and Economics, UNEP in 1998. She joined UNEP in 1987 as Director of the Industry and Technology Centre, with the mandate of bringing together industry, government and non- governmental organisations, to work towards environmentally sound forms of industrial development. She has been particularly active in promoting environmental management tools and the “ cleaner production concept” to prevent pollution and minimise the use of natural resources.

Mrs Aloise de Larderel was employed from 1972 to 1987 by the French Ministry of the Environment. Prior to this she worked for a French consulting firm.

Mrs Aloise de Larderel holds a master of science degree in chemistry and pharmacology and a master of Business administration. She is a Fulbright Scholar.

Mrs Aloise de Larderel.

